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Millport & Selfield

Operating
by the book

Bill Tate concludes his story by
describing the operating techniques
Photos by Brian Monaghan

ensure
this object is hardlyforultouy,bmqlﬁtelnumberofurm
enthusiasts have been quite impressed and come back for more!
Yet the complete satisfaction and enjoyment we get from it all are
difficult to put into words. Certainly the aimless, continuous,
boring running of exhibition tracks, however important to the
exchequer, is unthinkable after working correctly!
The sessions open at about 7.20 p.m., and the first train moves
out at 7.31 p.m. Between then and 9.35 p.m., when the last train
(nfunume),Mulponmllhavemadepmulymee-
ments, Selfield 38 and Seahouses 29, all of which will have passed
through the Junction at Chathill, from which it will be seen that
this station, with its own added , is no place for the
beginner. Stanley is the undoubted maestro here, since he has to
lctuContmllernwcll,yttheﬁndsumetoahoutmdethmgs
mmymcputungmsf nh.idesttthewmugendoflm,
engine rosters. If all goes be
um,mthcvrrythmgdudmnme,mduchmmmﬂat
ﬁndhhmel.t‘mmnotlungtodo as in real practice. But
things can also get very much adrift, through various causes, and
thmthzetﬁdawyofﬂwworkmwﬂlbemuleleedomtuu
“hot” clocks, but real time, as the lengths of run just about
m:ntit.Wehaveovcmmbyhalfanhour trains have had to be

cancelled, * " run to make connections that would other-
wise have been missed, and have started very late but with smart
working have pulled up 15 minutes in the first hour!

On the
M. & S. and the N.S.R. the staff subscribe to the quaint idea that
the passenger does matter! It is all very realistic, and no
sessions are quite the same.

Electric 3-1-2 arr. 7.31 p.m.

B3,S.&T. 3-1 dep. 7.33 p.m.

C6,E 2-2-1 arr. 7.38 p.m.

K-2 1-2 dep. 7.39 p.m. Seahouses,

Quarry and Silicones only

The first is self-explanatory—incidentally, this train runs each
way half-hourly. The second is a class B (local train) to Selfield,
with engine duty No. 3 (the 4-4-4 T) and the “S” set plus through
coach, which is detached at and goes forward on the
740 p.m. from there. 'I"lwﬂurduthcunptyomchmgsto:tﬁom

sidings, the “E” set and engine duty No. 6, the H. & B.
(This forms the Bmpmmmmm
ordinary passenger train, and repeats the process in reverse
in the session.) The fourth example is a freight drawn by

'E'EE

TOP: Ian Lloyd, Bill Tate and Reg Dickenson inspecting the stock register.
CENTRE: N.E.R. 0-6-0 No. 1678, rounding the curve into Chathill.

BotTOM: Trafford Silicone Products Factory at Chathill. Note the paper
clips for the wagon labels,
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slow process! We have
Y. engines; after all, that

Builder unknown. Duty

. 6.

Built by L. M. C.—“Samuel Peeps”.
to York. No doubt other

some of the “outsiders™ eventually.

the shape of four very incomplete

No. 679. Built by G. M. T.
Buikzy

No. 2143.
which models the 1920 stock, came

G.M.T.
Farne™.

2

ill replace
electric set,

Tyncside
as a gift from George Driver, in

built as No. 100
0-6-0T L.&Y.R.

0-4-0 T. No. L.
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2-42T. N.ER., class “A”.
No. 4 Selfield
44-4T NER., class “D”.
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