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Railway of the month

Millport & Selfield

Bill Tate describes his famous
7mm scale NER SYSTEM

Photos by Brian Monaghan

FROM its inception 30 years ago, the whole idea behind my line
has been that it shall be as fully “operational” as within model
limits it can be. After all, we are often told that one reason why we
build model railways is that we cannot have a real one of our own;
therefore, in Mike Rickards’s famous words, “If you’re going to
model a railway, let it be just that!” Now we all have our own
ideas of what we like best in the hobby, and it ill behoves any of
us to criticise the rest of us, but for myself, however beautiful and
skilfully built a model may be (and there are plenty of them
today), unless they really “live” their part, like their prototypes,
something is missing! There is a vast difference between a model
railway and a collection of railway models, but one gets the
impression over the years that so many enthusiasts have never
quite realised it. You do find, however, that once a chap gets into
a real operating session, pitting his wits against timetables, bells,
rosters and whatnot, as part of a team, he rarely is content to go
back to aimless tail-chasing. Some chaps with very limited space
have achieved wonders in their efforts to reach this satisfaction of
doing the job properly, and others, with ample space, have really
spread themselves on it. Few indeed, however, are the clubs that
have provided it for their members, and there our American
friends have, I always feel, developed the real club spirit through
the hobby.

The M. & S. was intended from the start to require more
operators than just me, and this brings us to what has proved the
most satisfying and pleasant part of the whole thing—the
companionship of fellow-modellers, quite regardless of their
varying degrees of skill, who frequently made lengthy journeys to
be “in on things”. Several of them “adopted” some part of the
line or its equipment, adding to it something of themselves in a
way, I suppose, and thus has the M. & S.R. always proceeded,
as much a thing of people as models; though inevitably the
personnel has changed over the years, the spirit remains the same.

With this background we may perhaps look at the history, as on
the Editor’s instruction, this has to be a description of one man’s
attitude to the hobby rather than of “How I done it”. My first
serious effort was in 1922 when, in schoolboy partnership with
Harry Pilkington (still operating a sizeable layout near Liverpool),
we had a layout using Bassett-Lowke track and equipment.
Though in its brief 3 years’ life it did not get very far, it gave us
plenty of fun and a good deal of useful instruction. In the ensuing
years 1 did little, but was introduced by the Leeds branch of the
family, Stan and Geoff, to the products of the L.M.C., which they
were then using on a big layout. (They have since gone fine-scale,
2-rail, but L.M.C. track remains my standard to this day, there
being far too much of it to change!). Though there was nowhere
to lay it, I experimented with pointwork and turned out the odd,
very crude vehicle or two, all useful practice.

In 1934 I joined the M.M.R.S. (which at that time, as a matter
of interest, had about forty members) and my model railway
education began! One learned fast, and in due course I was
invited to join the operating team on the Merton & Oakley
Railway, owned and built by Mr. G. M. (“Mike”) Rickards, then
Chairman and now Vice-President of the M.M.R.S. and at that
time Loco Superintendent at a Manchester shed. Here I really
learned the fun of operating properly. The line was described in
the Model Railway News about 1936, and it was a sad day for us
when Mike got moved southwards, but we did have a proper
closure ceremony!

Marriage being in view, and the prospect of my own railway

" room being much more definite, I began accumulating a heap of

useful (and some not so useful) material. I was thus able, in 1938,
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is ing. At this point a word of appreciation is indicated, I
think. in 1960 Bob Hunter, as Curator of the Railway

Museum at York, realised the great amount of interest in the
N.E.R. he suggested to a few of us the formation of a N.E.R.
Association based on York; the idea was taken up enthusiastically
and the membership now approaches two hundred, among whom
are groups of * » covering between them almost
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there it was, North Eastern and electric at the same time,

an state of both! Then one evening

Mills, railway officer as well as
electrics
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expressed in words

By today’s standards, this is elementary i theei:ucme.Poinm
in

are worked from frames either by tube and wire or direct rodding.

Signals are non-existent, as

BELOW: M . Tyneside electric set arriving, 4-4-4T class 4 about
mdcpwtm‘?.t“s” set. P2 0-6-0 waits with freight in yard.
H. & B.R. 0-6-2T No. 100 in goods loop. : -
RIGHT: An unwontedly quiet moment at Chathill Function. Main line to
right, Seahouses

branch on left.
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4-4-4T class D No. 21

at Chathill. ““Samuel

TOP: Seahouses works. Note Sabden Treacle and West
train,

. wagons on m"lc road.
o et
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there is the fish, quarry and Silicone Works output,

off the branch. This latter is a fine piece of card modelling by

Paterson, who also built the footbridge at Chathill. Nobody

_ quite sure what is made there, but it has a most
requirement of wagons i

ion. On iry about this, the answer came back pat

ills: or the canteen pies”!) At Chathill is the

a long siding as yet, and there is the dairy

siding behind the down platform. Selfield has the great Colliery

which fortunately has not to be modelled as the block instruments

stand just where it would bel Engines and stock are allocated to

the respective stations, to which they return by the end of the

session. Locos always move in the same direction as the handle of

the controller, which saves the need for any sort of polarity tell-

tale, while yet avoiding the unrealistic appearance of having all

the engines facing the same way round, the effect you get when

all motors are wired to the same polarity. The i i

publishing Bill's account of the methods
operation and the rolling stock employed on the Millport and Selfield.

RIGHT: Selfield loco t, L. & Y. 4-4-2 on turnzable. N.E.R. class A

2-4-2T No. 697 in . “Porthole’ push pull coach to right.

w!‘: Selfield starion, with Tyneside electric set and “M” set in
form.
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