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This article carried some incorrect type references for ‘Plastruct’ extrusions. The following letter which
quotes the correct material reference was sent to MRJ but was never published, probably being lost
during a change of editor. It is included here, before the article, in the hope of saving any reader from 
buying incorrect sizes, should they decide to copy the idea.
Dave Booth , March 2004

My article about the TOU has encouraged quite a few modellers to try them, but has thrown up an error
which is very peculiar. I purchased Plastruct square tube in styrene, coloured white, in two different sizes:
AFS6 & AFS10 - or rather that's what I thought I purchased and I'm sure that's what I paid for. At least
two others I know to have done the same but at different shops or exhibitions. However the material I
used could not possibly have been AFS6 & AFS10 because AFS6 is not a sliding fit in AFS10.  
It took much surfing but I eventually worked out how to use _ HYPERLINK "http://www.plastruct.com"
_www.plastruct.com_, and that's why I am now certain of the error. It’s a big site but worth a look, and
what a range! I am now convinced that the tube I used was ABS, not styrene, and its colour is described
as ‘light grey’ not white. The angle I used was coloured black (or is it dark grey?) and the bloke in the
shop told me that the black was ABS. He had no angle in styrene, which he claimed was white. 
The real difference as far as this application is concerned is that ABS tube has a larger wall thickness
than does the styrene, and I thank Allan Sibley for that information, which started deeper searching. The
thicker wall means that the internal dimensions of ABS tube are smaller than the same size of styrene
tube. It would appear that the styrene range will telescope at adjacent sizes, meaning that AFS6
telescopes into AFS8 (not AFS10; AFS8 will telescope into that) but the wall thickness of AFS6 would not
really allow tapping for a screw thread. For the ABS range it seems that the telescoping feature is a two-
size step and the generic ref. for ABS is ‘TSxx'. 
This all means that the references for the tube I used must be TS6 & TS10. For what it’s worth, styrene is
coloured white and ABS is coloured light grey, but what the black or dark grey is, I'm afraid I didn't find
out - it's a complicated site, but what the whole episode has shown up is that the Plastruct display
carousels at shows and model shops are open to error and some traders don't necessarily know the
product as well as we might expect.
Dave Booth,
Holmfirth,
West Yorkshire
January 2003
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